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COMMUNICATION TIPS:
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F�� �#�/�2 �#�1 ��*) ;�� �#�1 ��// (+/ ��/*� A" /����&�/*��*�B�/#-*0"#�
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In%the%middle!is%thus%a%gap%—%a%gap%our%good%deeds%can%not%bridge.

�"�-.+��-0(5�
'�-!��middle!is%the%cross%—%we%consider%what%Jesus%did.%

At%the%left!is%the%person%—%they%are%left%with%a%choice%to%make.%%

But% the%right!hand%side% is%where%they%will%end%up% if% they%choose%Jesus—%and%so%
we% are% reminded% that,% because% they% are% not% yet% dead,% the% purpose% is% restored%
+�%�-"(',!")�0"-!��(���+"' "' �+�,-(+���).+)(,�4��'���-�+'�%�%"����,�-!��," '"P"��'-�
��'�P"-���2('�6��

The%prayer%—%as%simple%as%A,%B,%C.%%Admit.%Believe.%Commit.

��'�0���%"�/�+D,� P"+,-�,-�),��+��?G@� -!���"�%�4� ?H@�)+�2�+��-�!(&�4�?I@��" �
�'��,&�%%� +(.),��-��!.+�!�?-���!"' ��'���+"�'�,!")@4��'��?J@�,!(0"' ��'��
sharing%God’s%love%on%earth%—%as%above.%

�*0�2$''� )*/ � /#�/� 
� �(� ��- !0'� /*�  3+'�$)� /# � *-�.#$+� *!� � .0.� �G�2#$�#� /#$.�
$''0./-�/$*)� �* .� )*/� $''0./-�/ � 2 ''<� �.�  �-'$ -� ( )/$*) �9� /#$.� $.� *!/ )� 2 �&'4�
�*((0)$��/ ��$)�"*.+ '�+- . )/�/$*).<�

�.� �� �*((0)$��/*-9� /# � ��*1 �( ..�" � �*0'�� � � ,0$/ �  �.$'4� - ( (� - �� �4�
/#$)&$)"�*!�/# �/2*�+$�/0- .<

Below!is!a!second!way!the!same!message!can!be!communicated,!but!which!can!
$''0./-�/ �*-�.#$+�1$.0�''4<
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�#�1 �!*0)��/#$.�+�-/$�0'�-�A�-�2$)"B�# '+.�( �/*� 3+'�$)�/# �"*.+ '�(*- ��' �-'4�
/#�)�/# ���*1 <�
�#�1 �.*( /$( .��-�2)�$/�2#$' � 3+'�$)$)"9��0/�#�1 ��'.*�+- ��# ��
2$/#�/#$.�+$�/0- �$)�(4�($)�<�

�# )�/-�$)$)"�+ *+' �/*�.#�- �/# �"*.+ '�
�#�1 �!*0)��/#�/9� 1 )�$!�/# - �2�.�)*�
+�+ -�/*��-�2�*)9��4�- ( (� -$)"�/# �+�-/.�*!�/#$.��-�2$)"���+ -.*)�2�.�+-*(+/ ��
what!to!say.
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Z<� �# �"**��) 2.;�H�-�2$)"�/# ��-*..I

F�� �#�/��*��#�.��*) ;��*�� '**& �9� .�2��)����- �9� .*�(0�#�.*� /#�/�	 �
came!to!earth!(the& line&on&the& left&of& the&cross,&drawn&in&a&downwards&
direction,&coming&down&to&earth)&�.�/# �(�)�� .0.9�

F� ='$1 ����.$)' ..�'$! �(the&small&horizontal&bottom&of&the&cross),!and!then!
�$ ��*)�/# ��-*..�!*-�*0-�.$).<�

F� �0/9� 	 � /# )� -*. � �"�$)9� +-*1$)"�  1 -4/#$)"� 	 � #��� .�$�� �)�� �*) �
was! true! (the& vertical& line& of& the& cross,& drawn& in& an& upward& direction&
—& like& Jesus&ascending& to&heavenI<� H�-*..�*0/� /# �2*-�� A.$)BI�	 � /**&�
/# � +0)$.#( )/<� �)�� /#$.�(�& .� *0-� - ./*- �� - '�/$*).#$+�2$/#� �*��
possible.!!

[<�� �#$.�/#0.�' �1 .�0.�2$/#����#*$� �(pen&sitting&at&the&bottom&of&the&right&
hand&line&of&the&cross&—&where&the&paths&diverge&either&up&the&cross&to&God&
or&along&the&bottom&line&to&judgment)

F�� 2 ���)� $/# -�'$1 �'$! �*0-�2�4�(trace&to&the&end&of&the&bottom&line),&or!
�*�B.�2�4�

HVI�� �#**.$)"� /*�� '$ 1 � $)�	$(� (trace&up& the& right&hand& line&of& the&
cross)!

HWI�� �#0.�� $)"�- ./*- ��/*�*0-�+0-+*. �$)�'$! 9�(�&$)"�/#$.�2*-'����
� // -�+'�� �!*-�	$(�(trace&along&the&top&before&the&dotted&line,&
which&represents&our&point&of&death),!and!

HXI�� � $)"� �..0- �� *!� # �1 )� 2$/#� 	$(� $)�  / -)$/4� 2# )� 2 � �$ &
(continue&tracing&along&the&top&line&through&to&heaven).

2.  TRANSITIONING TO A RESPONSE

�/�/#$.�+*$)/�4*0��- ��'- ��4� ,0$++ ��/*�.#�- ���.$(+' ��)���' �-�"*.+ '�( ..�" 9�
2 - �/# �*++*-/0)$/4�/*��-$. <��#�/�$.�)  � ��)*2�$.���2�4�/*�(�& ���/-�).$/$*)�.*��.�
/*��-$)"�/# (�/*���+*$)/�*!�- .+*). �G�*-�/*� )�*0-�" �/# (�*) �./ +�/*2�-���#-$./�
$!�/# 4��- �)*/�4 /�- ��4�/*�!*''*2�	$(<


/�$.�$(+*-/�)/�# - �/*�engage&them&(*- �+ -.*)�''4<��# ��4)�($�.�(0./��#�)" �
���&�/*�/#*. �*!����*)1 -.�/$*)<�	�1$)"�# �-��/# �( ..�" �!-*(�4*09�4*0-�/0-)�/*�/�'&�
$.�a$)$.# ��G��0/�4*0-�-*' �$.�)*/<��#�/�$.�)*2�)  � ��$.�!*-�them&to!talk.

THREE EXCELLENT QUESTIONS:

�*� �.. ..� �� + -.*)M.� - ��$) ..� /*� - � $1 � �#-$./� 4*0� �*0'�� �.&� /# � !*''*2$)"�
,0 ./$*).;

V<�� �# - ��- �4*0�$)�/#$.�+$�/0- @!
�-9�2# - ��- �4*0�-$"#/�)*2�$)�- '�/$*)�/*��*�@!
�# �a$-./�,0 ./$*)� ./��'$.# .�/# $-��0-- )/�+*.$/$*)<

W<�� �# - �2*0'��4*0�'$& �/*�� @!
�# �. �*)��,0 ./$*)��.. .. .�/# $-�- ��$) ..��)��� .$- �/*�!*''*2��#-$./<��

X<�� 
.�/# - ��)4�- �.*)�2#4�4*0�(�4�)*/�2�)/�/*��-*..�/# ��-$�" �)*2@!
�-9�$.�/# - ��)4�- �.*)�2#4�4*0�(�4�)*/�2�)/�/*�/-0./��#-$./�)*2@!
H��)�4*0�.  ��)4/#$)"�/#�/�($"#/�� �#$)� -$)"�4*0@I!
�#$.�,0 ./$*)�# '+.�$� )/$!4��)4�#$)�-�)� .�.*�4*0���)��$.�0..�/# (<��


!�/# 4�2 - �/*�$� )/$!4���#$)�-�)� 9��)��4*0�2 - �/*��$.�0..�$/9� $/�$.�.*( /$( .�
2$. �/*��.&�/#$.�.�( �,0 ./$*)��"�$)��/�/# � )��*!�/#�/��*)1 -.�/$*)<��*( /$( .���
#$)�-�)� �$.�" )0$) '4�- (*1 �9��)����+ -.*)�)*2�- ��4�/*�- .+*)�<

Y<�� �*�!*''*2��#-$./�$.�/# )��.�.$(+' ��.��9��9��<!
�#$.�A�9��9��B���)�� �0. ��)*/�*)'4��.��)�*0/'$) �!*-�+-�4 -9��0/�as&a&way&of&
summarising&all&that&has&been&discussed.&

A! !! ASK%G�
/�$.���*0/�- �*")$.$)"�*0-�.$)9��)���.&$)"�!*-�!*-"$1 ) ..<�

B! !! BELIEVE�G�
/�$.���*0/�!�$/#9�� '$ 1$)"�$)�2#*�� .0.�2�.��)��2#�/�	 �
did.!

C! !! ����
��G�
.���*0/�/# �*-�.#$+�*!�� .0.9�!*''*2$)"�	$.�/ ��#$)".��.�
	$.�!-$ )�<��

What!I!like!about!such!methods!is!that!they!are!very!easy!to!learn!and!remember.!

�#�1 �/-�$) ��(�)4�+ *+' �$)�/# �. �*)��*!�/# . <���)4�#�1 ��  )���' �/*�- ( (� -�
the!method!months!later,!without!any!revision.!

� 1$.$*)9� #*2 1 -9� $.� #0" '4� � ) a$�$�'9� �)��  �.4� /*� ���*(+'$.#� �.� �� �#0-�#�*-�
.(�''�"-*0+<��''�$/�/�& .�$.�!*-�*) �+ -.*)�/*��*( �!*-2�-���0-$)"���. -1$� �*-�.(�''�
"-*0+�(  /$)"�/*�� (*)./-�/ 9��)�� 1 -4*) �$.�- ($)� �<�

�# �2#*' �"*.+ '�$.��*1 - �9��)�� 1 -4�( (� -� ,0$++ �?
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3.  LEADING THEM IN A PRAYER

� - �/# 4�/*�!  '�- ��4�/*�- .+*)��2 ��*0'��)*2�A. �'�/# �� �'B��4�' ��$)"�/# (�$)�
��+-�4 -<�� �)*/ �/#�/�/# �- �'�A� �'B�$.�� �$� ��$)�/# $-�# �-/.<�	*2 1 -�/# �*0/2�-��
2*-�.��- �$(+*-/�)/<

�� a$-./� - .+*). � /*� �*�� $.� (�4� � �� �$/� '$& � " //$)"�  )"�" �9� 2#$' � �� + -.*)B.�
��+/$.(�$.�(�4� �'$& �" //$)"�(�--$ ��G�./�/$)"�/# ��*(($/( )/�+0�'$��''49�2$/#�/# �
- �*")$/$*)�/#�/�$/�$.�!*-�'$! <��

Because!it!is!their�� �$.$*)�$/�$.�"**��/*��.&�/# (�/*�+-�4�!*-�/# (. '1 .<�� ��*0'��
 3+'�$)�2#�/�/# 4�($"#/�.�49�*-��*0'��' ���$)���+-�4 -�/#�/�/# 4���)�- + �/��!/ -�0.<

�*�# '+�4*0�- ( (� -�2#�/�/*�+-�49�# - ��- �/#-  � �.4>/*>- ( (� -�*0/'$) .;


� ��V;���. �/# �.�( ��9��9���H��($/E�.&�G�� '$ 1 �G��*(($/I��.���*1 <

� � �*-� 3�(+' ;�C� �-�� .0.9�
�admit&that!I!am!a!sinner!and!ask&!*-�4*0-�
!*-"$1 ) ..<� 
� believe& /#�/� 4*0� �- � /# � �*)� *!� �*�9� �)�� �$ �� !*-� (4�
.$)<� �#�)&� 4*0� !*-� '*1$)"� ( ?� 
� commit& /*� '$1 � !*-� 4*0� !*-� /# � - ./�
*!� (4� '$! <� �' �. � # '+�( � '$1 � �� '$! � /#�/� $.� +' �.$)"� /*� 4*0<� �( )<D!


� ��W;��$(+'4�+-�4�/#-*0"#�/# �"*.+ '��*)/ )/9��.���*1 <�

� � H�� ( ..�" � *!� '*1 ;� �$)9� �$"#/ *0.) ..9� �0�"( )/9� � .0.� �.� ��1$*0-9�
� .0.��.�*-�I<

� � �*-� 3�(+' ;�C� �-�� .0.<��#�)&�4*0�!*-�'*1$)"�( ?�
�- �*")$. �
�#�1 �
�*) �2-*)"� HsinI� �)�� /#�/� 
� !�''� .#*-/�*!� 4*0-� ./�)��-��*!�+ -! �/$*)�
HrighteousnessI<� 
� .  � )*2� /#�/� 
� #�1 � �� +-*�' (� HjudgmentI<� �#�)&�
4*0� !*-� "$1$)"� 4*0-� �*)� � .0.9� 2#*� �$ �� *)� /# � �-*..� !*-� (4� .$)<�

��.&�4*0� /*� !*-"$1 �(4�.$)� HJesus&as&SaviourI<� 
�(�& �4*0� /# �(�./ -�
*!�(4� '$! <� 
� �*(($/� /*� ' �-)���*0/�4*09��)�� /*� !*''*2�4*09��)��. -1 �
4*0� $)� /#$.� 2*-'�� HJesus& as& LordI<� �#�)&� 4*0� !*-� '*1$)"� ( � (it& is&
a& message& of& love).� 	 '+� ( � /*� '$1 � �� '$! � /#�/� $.� +' �.$)"� /*� 4*0<D!


� ��X;�A�#�)&�4*0<��*--4<��' �. <��' �. <B�

� � �*-� 3�(+' ;�C� �-�� .0.9�thank&you&!*-��4$)"�*)�/# ��-*..�!*-�(4�.$)<�

B(�sorry&!*-�/# �2-*)".�
�#�1 ��*) <�Please&!*-"$1 �( �!*-�(4�2-*)".�
HJesus&as&SaviourI<�Please&come!and!be!my!Master!and!Lord.!I!commit!to!
!*''*2$)"�4*0�!-*(�/#$.���4�!*-2�-��HJesus&as&LordI<D��

�''�/#�/�$.�' !/�$.�!*-�0.�/*�+0/�/#$.�$)/*�+-��/$. <

 AN IMPORTANT PERSPECTIVE FOR ‘RESPONSE TIMES’
Salvation%is%best%understood%as%a%‘considered%decision.’%Too%often%we%have%
called% people% to% follow% Jesus%with% great% emotion,% and% this% has% confused%
the% decision% they% are% supposedly%making.% I% recall% reading% of% a% response%
call% in%a%Church%that%was%so%emotionally%powerful%that%a%man%who%didn’t%
want%to%respond%found%himself%putting%his%hand%up%while%still%not%wanting%
to.% Needless% to% say% he% exited% the% Church% as% soon% as% possible% afterwards%
because%he%had%been%emotionally%manipulated,%and%was%more%resistant%to%
Christianity%after%the%experience.%I%note%that%even%if%manipulation%was%not%
the%intent%of%the%preacher,%it%is%what%he%did.%

�-� -!��)+�,�'-� -"&��0��,��� ��0�+�+�,)(',�,� -(� ��,.,� -!�'� P"�-2�2��+,�� (�
in%many%Western%cultures.%Some%—%in%their%eagerness%to%see%responses%—%
have% looked%for%what% ‘works.’%What%has%seemed%to%work%has%been%highly%
‘choreographed’%response%calls%during%services%—%and%so%these%‘methods’%
that%confront%people%and%cause%them%to%consider%Jesus%have%been%studied%
and% perfected.% However,% in% truth,% this% hasn’t% worked% because% these%
‘salvations’%don’t%last.%I%have%seen%one%hundred%people%respond%in%a%highly%
�&(-"('�%%2��!�+ ����%-�+8��%%��2��� .�,-�,)��$�+��-��'��/�'-4��'���(.%��P"'��
none%of%them%in%a%Church%a%year%later.

In% Luke%14% Jesus% talked%about% the% cost% of% following%Him.%He% likened% the%
decision%to%a%man%building%a% tower%who%would%consider%whether%he%had%
enough%money%to%complete%it%before&starting&to&build&it.%He%then%likened%the%
decision%to%a%king%going%to%war,%who%considers%if%he%has%enough%men%and%
resources% to%win% the%battle%before& going& to&war.% Jesus%was% instructing% the%
people%around%Him%to%carefully%consider%the%implications%of%following%Him%
before%choosing%to.

As%important%as%the%decision%to%follow%Christ%is,%and%as%eager%as%we%may%be%
to%see%those%we%love%respond,%and%also%as%much%as%we%might%urge%them%to%
consider…%…it%must%remain%their%decision,%and%we%must%guard%our%manner%
so%that%we%do%not%convince%them%of%something%that%they%will%feel%unconvinced%
of%a%day%later.%

��,.,�,�"��"'�.$��GJ5II�“…any&of&you&who&does&not&give&up&everything&he&has&
cannot&be&my&disciple.”&%He%did%not%make%the%decision%easy%for%those%who%were%
listening%—%and%neither%should%we.%

I’m%not%saying%we%should%make%it%overly%hard%either%—%but%I%am%saying%we%
should%protect%the%decision%to%follow%Christ%as%a%‘considered%decision.’%We%
should%make%the%path%clear,%and%encourage%those%around%us,%in%love,%with%all%
our%passion,%to&consider&taking%that%path%—%but%not%push%them%beyond%what%
they%are%ready%for.%%
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What%about%success?%

If% they%do%not%respond,%you%have%succeeded%in%exactly%the%same%measure%

as%if%they%had%responded%—%because%your%job%is%to%tell%them,%not%‘convert’%

-!�&6��!"%��"-�",�+" !-�-!�-�2(.+�)�,,"('�",��(+�-!�"+�+�,)(',��?2(.���,"+���(+�
-!�"+�,�$��-!�-�-!�2����+��('�"%���-(��(�@�2(.�0"%%� �-�'(�+�0�+���+(&��(��
for%any%person's%decision%to%follow%Him!%You%will,%however,%be%rewarded%for%

every%time%you%told%another%person%about%God’s%love%from%a%motive%of%love,%

or%encouraged%them%toward%faith.%

As% discussed% at% the% start% of% chapter% eight,% our% ‘win’% is% to% have% helped% a%

person%take%one%step%closer%to%Christ.%Each%step%they%take%toward%Christ%is%

their%'win'!%When%they%have%heard%the%gospel,%and%understood%it,%they%are%

closer%than%before!%The%Holy%Spirit%can%now%remind%them%of%this%message%
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Until%you%had%shared%the%gospel%this%was%not%possible!

IN SUMMARY: THE MAN IS THE MESSAGE
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Imagine! two!mathematics! teachers.!While! the! content!might! be! the! same,! one!
might!be!interesting!and!the!other!boring.!Communication!is!not!only!about!content.!
It!is!about!the!communicator!
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communication!is!about!a!lot!more!than!words!!!

We!will! conclude! this! section!by! turning! to! a! truly! encouraging! story! that!will!
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!�2 ��*�*0-�� ./9�God&can&make&up&for&the&rest!


