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Knowing when to paddle
Preparing the Nets: Message 1 of 6
Verses: 1 Samuel 14:1-17, 20-23.
Objective: To inspire Christians to have the faith to start working for a harvest.
Introduction: Does anyone surf? There is a right time to paddle to catch a wave. The Church has a mission (Matthew 28:18-20). There is a right time to apply ourselves to it. When? Let’s look at the Scriptures.
1. 1 Samuel 14:1-17, 20-23.
· V1 ‘One day...’ What is of note that it was no special day. When is it time for victory? Any day on which we will believe and act!
· V2 For as long as we sit passively in fear and discouragement, nothing will happen.
· V6 God responds to radical faith. These guys had radical faith!
· V7 Two are better than one. We are more courageous when we go as part of a team.
· V8-12 Note their ‘fleece’ was weak (it was more likely the Philistines would taunt them to ‘come up’). This reflects that they had decided what they would do. They were ‘fleecing’ whether to stop, not go. God has already told us to ‘go’ (Matt 28:19).
· V14 There is risk in stepping out – but victory cannot come until we do!
· V15b & 23 - God can do more than we would think or imagine when we trust and act.
2. New Testament: 2 Corinthians 6:1-2
V1 God wants us to be Christ-like (5:17), becoming His ambassadors on earth (5:20).
V2 When is it time to respond to God? Today! (Any day – but preferably now Vs later)
· When is it time the turn our lives around and live more fully for Christ? Today! When is it time to attack the philistines? Today!
· So when is it time to turn our focus toward sharing Christ? Today!
· The opportunities are now! The harvest is plentiful and ready (Matthew 9:37). What is needed is workers (Matthew 9:38).
· ‘NOW is the time of God’s favour. NOW is the day of salvation.’ 
Application: The Hope Project is an outstanding opportunity that’s happening now! Reasons for faith and the Gospel message will be shared through multiple media platforms. All we need to do is catch the wave, and we will benefit!
What can we do?
1. Regarding the finances: [Check what is yet to be raised at alltogether.co.nz].
2. Regarding preparation - The next 5 weeks will focus on equipping you for this opportunity. The Hope Project will give the ‘content’ (reasons, gentle gospel – like Paul sowed –1 Cor 3:6). All we need to do is water (like Apollos), and – with our pray –God will bring the harvest (1 Cor 3:6).
Conclusion: Programs don’t reach people. People reach people.
Our involvement could be the difference between someone hearing of Christ and considering Christ, or not. Let’s focus on prayer! We all have many loved ones we desire to see come to faith. TV and booklets will be in their houses. Lets pray – and over the next few weeks prepare ourselves to encourage those around us to consider the questions this project will raise about God.
Will you let the light shine?
Preparing the Nets: Study 1 of 6
Introduction: (15 mins)
1. Invite a few members to share about a time when they received really good news about something – and about how they reacted. (A lot of people feel excited like that when they hear and understand the good news about Jesus. It’s easy to forget thought.)
2. How did you feel when you first came to know Jesus? Excited? Was there a big change, or just a simple assurance? (Encourage a few people to share).
3. Today we’re talking about letting our light shine for Christ. Why do you think many of us become so hesitant in our sharing of Christ when it’s actually good news? [Affirm them for their answers. The point is our admission that we are hesitant – even though we believe the gospel message to be good news. Sharing faith is not easy in our culture (but is possible!).]
Discussion: Let’s look at four Scriptures today
1. John 12:35-36 – Walk while you have the light. (10 mins)
a. What did Jesus mean by the ‘light’?
b. What was Jesus saying to them? (How about, our opportunity to accept Christ is limited?) Do you think our opportunity to share God’s light might be limited also?
c. If you somehow knew for sure that Jesus coming in 5 years time, what kind of difference do you think that would make to your life? What would you do differently?
d. We don’t know when Jesus is coming, but is our opportunity still limited? How limited is it? Should there be a sense of urgency to our outreach efforts?  How much so?
e. How much urgency/intentionality would you say there is in your own outreach efforts? What do you do? (Empathise with the fact that most of us don’t feel we are doing enough. Encourage that this study series is going to very practical, and can help us change that for a few months – and for longer if we can really absorb what is being discussed).
2. Read Ephesians 5:15-16  (…be careful how you live… every opportunity…). (5mins)
a. Why do we need to be careful in the way we live? What do you think Paul is getting at?
b. Why do we need to make the most of every opportunity? (Yes, it’s a simple question, but say it in words). Do you think opportunities come twice?
c. How seriously do you think God intended us to take this instruction to make the most of EVERY opportunity? E.g. Grade it on a scale of 1 – 10 (1 meaning hardly at all, and 10 meaning totally).
3. 1 Corinthians 3.6 (8mins)
a. What balancing truth does this verse bring to our conversation? (E.g. we all have different roles in the spread of God’s message). To illustrate further: Imagine a couple called Pete and Pat were Christian believers in Corinth, and had brought along some friends to listen to Apollos and Paul preach. Did they fail because they weren’t preaching, or did they do what God expected of them?  (We have different roles to play! No guilt trips intended here).
b. What do you think the minimum standard is, then? What do you think God expects of you with regards to gospel work?  (How about that we all do something! We’re not all preachers, but we all have a role to play. The only thing we must NOT do is nothing! God can work with something – but does not work with nothing, because He has chosen to work in partnership with us: We sow and water – He makes it grow!).
4. Final scripture. Read Matthew 4:19 (2mins) Two questions: 
a. What does God promise? (He can make us fishers of men).
b. What is our part? (We must be willing to journey with Him).
Application: (10mins) We are going to do a small exercise now. This will bring direction to our prayer times over the next month or so.
a. Make a list of a few people you would like to see come to faith.
b. Consider and list possible hindrances. What might be holding them back from coming to faith? These are your prayer items!
c. Then list their interests, and any practical needs you know them to have. These are the ‘bridges’ across which you could get to know them better so a to show love.
e.g. 
Name

Possible hindrances


Interests




(For prayer and conversation)

(For ‘bridge building’)
d. Take turns to share briefly about one person you would like to see come to faith. Tell the group what you think might be hindering them, or blocking them, from coming to faith at this stage. Share what you might be able to do to get to know them better, so as to have opportunities to engage a conversation about faith, or extend an invitation.
Respecting that we cannot make any person come to faith - we can encourage, but it remains their decision.
Prayer: Spend time praying for each other, and those you would love to see coming to faith in God.
We need to do something. So, in the next few weeks will include some really good content that will help them encourage others toward faith, and without it all having to be too scary. We’ll talk about some things they can achieve.
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