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Are you ready?
Preparing the Nets: Message 5 of 6 (Motivational Message)
Verses: 2 Kings 13:14-19; Matthew 11:12-13, 17-19.
Objective: To challenge believers that an opportunity is here.
Introduction: Jesus expects His followers to go the extra mile in caring for, and encouraging, those who respond (Matthew 28:18-20)
1. 2 Kings 13:14-19. Elisha and Jehoash’s lack of zeal (vision/passion)
· V14 Jehoash recognised Israel’s victory in any battle ultimately came from God
· V17 Shoot – An unconditional prophecy
· V18f Strike the ground – Jehoash’s lack of vision and passion was revealed.
He had insufficient zeal to be able to carry out what God might otherwise have purposed. Because of his dull heart he was missed out on blessings.
An opportunity stands before us. What might God have planned? Are we ready?
2. Matthew 11:12-13, 17-19
 





· V12 From the days of John the Baptist - a very short period of time
· V13 John was the last of the Old Covenant prophets, ending a 400-year silence. The ‘forceful’ logically refers to those whose hearts recognised God at work, and could accept this!
· V16-17 An illustration of the people’s unresponsiveness.
· V17-19 A real life example of their hard and resistant hearts. The result? Because of their sleepy spiritual state they missed out on Jesus God’s Son, and faced God’s anger!
True faith notices God’s work. False faith can miss it completely.
What is God saying to His Church in NZ right now? Could it be, ‘Here is an opportunity that people you love could benefit from if you encourage them’? 
Application: God is going to work – are you ready to work with Him?
· His Word does not return void! He is willing that none perish. The Holy Spirit is working.
· Reasons for faith will speak to many people. This project will get people thinking.
Some will antagonize – our words must be full of grace.
Speak confidently, yet gently. Direct them to read the booklets and view the ‘questions’ page at the website. Let the resources ‘argue’ for you. Return the onus of proof with questions (What do you mean by...? Where did you…)
Some will consider quietly - we can create opportunities by asking questions.
We might get to tell our story. We could extend an invitation.
Conclusion: The Hope Project’s media effort is significant.
· But in most cases it remains that programs don’t reach people. People to reach people! ...your encouragement is needed!
Will you actively encourage the faith of those around you (who you love) by asking questions, telling your story and extending invitations over the coming weeks?

Are you ready?
Preparing the Nets: Study 5 of 6 (Motivational Study)
Introduction: What have you learnt from this series about being a Christian witness? Has it been beneficial?
Revision:
Conversation revision:
a. Have your members play the conversation game in pairs. See who lasts the longest.
b. What are the benefits of a conversational approach, as opposed to more directly reasoning your point?
c. When the booklets are going out, what could you say to encourage those around you to read the booklets? (Recommend they read it! E.g. Did you get a booklet? Did you read it? You should read it – it’s really good!)
d. If they have read one (or seen a TV ad), what could you ask? (What did you think? What do you mean by that? Where did you get that idea from? Have you considered…? at which point you could refer them back to something in the content). 
Practice: How about getting two members to demonstrate a simple conversation.
Telling your story revision:
a. If your conversation starts to go flat, what could you do next? (Ask, could I share briefly why I’m a Christian? – Then, if they agree, share your story really briefly, then ask them another question… Continue the conversation if it’s natural, to understand what they think, etc.).
b. What are some important things to remember when telling your story? Why?
Practice: Have your members practice sharing their testimonies on pairs.
Invitation revision: As the conversation comes to a natural close, what you could then do? (Extend an invitation – whether to a Church service at Christmas/Easter, a discussion group at a home or cafe, or an Alpha/Journeys/Christianity Explored type course). 
Follow up revision: If they seem to be interested in considering about Christian beliefs – even if they don’t believe them yet, how could you help them? (Note the Investigating Hope DVD course, website, studies and 10DayChallenge.co.nz clips).
What will ultimately motivate you to talk with your friends, or invite them? It is love and faith. If we believe the gospel (faith), love will motivate us to overcome fears so as to encourage faith in others. But we then respect their free choice to engage a conversation or not; to accept an invitation or not.
Application:
a. Share the names of those you would like to encourage toward faith in Christ in the coming month.
b. How might you encourage them?
c. Pray for each other, and all those you love.
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