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Everyone must hear
Motivational Message
Verses: Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 3:6, 8-9
Objective: To inspire Christians about the coming opportunity, and that the key to success is that we all do something.
Introduction: A person’s last words (when dying) are important.
Jesus’ last words are important! He gave us a mission (Matthew 28:18-20) and a promise to help us (Acts 1:4-8 and Matt 28:18 and 20).


 



1. What is a mission? It is our primary job, the responsibility we are given, our focus. What is our mission? To make disciples of Christ - Matthew 28:18-20. How well are we accomplishing this? A 2008 study revealed 6 out of every 10 Australians did not have a Church-going friend. Also, most believers do not share their faith. Most people have no one seeking to share with them or encourage faith. Is this an impossible situation? No. 1 Corinthians 3:6, 8-9: So long as we fulfill our roles the job will get done. The question is, what is our role? What could we do?
Summarise ‘10 ways to share faith – 8 of which don’t involve words’ (attached below). (This is a gentle approach to mobilising, recognizing that we can all do something). If we all do something, the job will get done.


2. What were Jesus’ last words? While His message after coming back to life seems to have been the great commission, His last words seem to have been the encouragement that His Spirit would help us accomplish that mission (Luke 24:49, Matthew 28:20b. Acts 1:6-9). God has a master plan for the great commission. It will be completed! (Matt 24:14) God’s Spirit made all the difference to the disciples. Fearful men were changed into bold witnesses. God can make us bold too. If willing, effectiveness is possible.




Application: Through the Hope Project the gospel will be shared three times with every home via TV ads, booklets and the web media. This is our opportunity to reach everyone. It will be comprehensive, national in scope, designed to communicate with unbelievers, a multimedia approach to reach different people. Exciting! However, the greatest effect may come from believers in NZ asking those around them, “Did you read that booklet?” or, “What did you think of that ad?” and engaging a conversation with an encouraging attitude.
Regarding our Church: I believe we need to support this, and prepare for it.
1. We can give (it’s under 60c per home). This will reach all your relatives’ and friends’ homes! Because many Churches are involved, if we all give a bit, the amount will be raised.



2. Prepare: The project will provide content for discussion (reasons for faith, a gentle yet clear Christian message – like Paul sowed the seed in 1 Cor. 3:6). All we need to do is water the seeds (like Apollos) through our conversations. We can (i) Ask people about it (conversations); (ii) Encourage faith (tell our story); (iii) Invite people to our Church.
3. And we can pray – because it is God who brings in the harvest (1 Cor. 3:6). [Can become a prayer partner and  receive monthly prayer updates via alltogether.co.nz]
Conclusion: Last words are important. We have a mission, and it is a possible mission (it can be accomplished) if we play our part, allowing God to use us. Let’s start to pray and prepare for this great opportunity, and support it. If we do, everyone in NZ will hear!


In the coming months we have other gospel opportunities. [Share your upcoming programs that unbelievers could be involved in or inviting to, certainly including your Christmas/Easter service where you could preach the Christian message].
Would you be willing to take up a special offering the next week? Please see the funding page at alltogether.co.nz for our funding goals and policies.
Everyone must hear
Motivational Message - Matching Study
Introduction:
- What is the first thing that pops into your mind when you hear the word ‘evangelism’?
- On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 being weak and 10 being strong), how strong would you say you are in the area of evangelism, and why?
- Share some of your greatest and worst experiences in reaching out to others.
Discussion:
1. Read 2 Corinthians 4:3-4. 
a. What is spiritual blindness?
b. What is the state of those who are spiritually blind?
c. Who is behind the spiritual blindness of unbelievers?
d. Logically, what action steps could we take to help spiritually blind people?
2. Read Philippians 2:3-4. What are the implications of these instructions for you in the context of your conversations with other people?
3. Read both Matthew 28:18-20 and Matthew 22:36-40
a. What would this look like, lived out in your life? (Confident? Caring? Bold? Interested in others? etc.)
b. Can you say you are living out these commands – or how much might you be living them out? (Give yourself a score out of 10).
4. Read Romans 10:14-15
a. Whose responsibility is it to take this good news to the world?
b. What will happen if they do not?
5. Do you think it is hard to become strong in the area of evangelism? Why or why not?  What do you think the key challenges or obstacles are?
Story: Read the John Harper story attached. Considering this story, how would you do things differently if you knew that the next time you saw a non-Christian friend would be the last?
Application: 1. On a scale of 1 to 10, share how motivated you feel you are to learn and grow so as to better reach out to those around you? 
2. What do you think you might need to learn to become more effective?
3. In what ways do you think you might need to grow to become more effective? (e.g. Confidence? Love for others? Faith in the Bible, which defines the spiritual need and therefore motivates outreach actions?)
Conclusion: The Hope Project will seek to initiate a conversation with New Zealanders about Christian faith through multiple media, with creativity and tact – and will open up amazing opportunities for conversations. The question is whether we are willing to learn and grow enough to be ready to engage those conversations.
Prayer: Pray for yourselves, that you will be able to make the most of the coming opportunities to learn and grow, and become more effective as witnesses – despite the weaknesses that we all have.   
To be someone’s hero
The story in the text is sourced from Heroes Among Us by Jim Ryan & Sons (copyright Jim Ryan, 2002 used by permission of Destiny Image Publishers, 167 Walnut Bottom Road, Shippensburg, PA 17257 www.destinyimage.com) as summarised in Chapter 1, Because we care by Dave Mann (Big Book Publishing Ltd, 2013).
...The story is told of the Reverend John Harper of Glasgow, Scotland. He pushed his way through toward the upper deck of a ship he was on, holding in his arms his only daughter, Nan, with his sister-in-law, Miss Jessie Leitch, clinging to his coat. It was the Titanic. It wasn’t a dream. This ship was really going to sink, and this is a true story. “Get the women, children, and the unsaved into the lifeboats!” he cried out. Along with 1,500 others he was left, with no lifeboat, to die in the cold waters.
Beneath the clear night sky could be heard the cries of the teeming masses of dying people in the cold waters. He had been on his way to Chicago where he was to preach an extended series of revival sermons at the Moody Tabernacle. He would never preach from a pulpit again.
With his last strength, and last breaths he began swimming to the dying souls, crying out for them to be saved.  “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved!” He called to a young man clinging to a piece of timber, “Man are you saved?”  “No, I am not”, replied the young Scotsman, named Anguilla Webb. Harper took off his life jacket and gave it to Webb. “Here then. You need this more than me.” Webb protested, but Harper replied, “Don’t worry about me. I’m not going down, I’m going up!”
As they were pulled apart by the current, Harper called back to Webb, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved!”. A few moments later Harper and Webb came into contact again. Weakened by hypothermia and struggling to keep his head above water, Harper gasped yet again, “Are you saved now? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved!”
Of the more than 1500 people who went into the cold waters that night, only six were rescued from the waters by the lifeboats. Anguilla Webb was one of them. Four years later, at a reunion of Titanic survivors, he testified that he had been saved twice that night: once by the lifeboats, but the other time by John Harper. “There, alone in the night, with two miles of water under me, I believed. I am John Harper’s last convert.”
Why do I relay this story to you? It’s because a cold sea surrounds us too, and in it are millions upon millions of perishing souls – this is the spiritual reality if our Bibles are true. It is not our physical lives that matter the most – it is our eternal souls. But it seems to take extreme circumstances before many of us realise this. And just as John Harper became that man’s hero, you could become someone’s hero too. In fact, this is exactly what God has called you to be. 
While a great many of us would admit to being largely ineffective as witnesses for Jesus, it doesn’t have to stay this way! This study and account exists to tell you that our Churches can be mobilised. Christians can be equipped, and we can be made bold such that we would go on to make a difference in the spiritual destinies of our friends and family.  
A ship doesn’t have to sink beneath you before you act. What you need to work out is what value you will place upon the human soul. This is the all-critical question.
[Because, if you can let love motivate you] …your faith can be encouraged, your hands can be equipped, and you can set your life on a path that can actually strengthen you for the truly great work that God is calling you to. God is calling you to be some one's hero!
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