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Reaching every home

Telling your story
Preparing the Nets: Message 3 of 6 (Equipping Message)
Verse: Acts 22:1-21
Objective: To encourage Christians to boldly tell their story
Introduction: People love hearing stories. In today’s world, every one's story is valid - even if it is strange and illogical. Telling our story has always been a powerful way to communicate - but is especially so in western culture today.
1. Paul’s example – Acts 22:1-21 Paul’s conversion is detailed in Acts 9. In Acts 22 he tells his story.
· V1-2 He creates the opportunity (We could ask to explain why we believe)
· V3-5 Paul explains what he was like before knowing Christ (nationality, religious status, attitude toward Christ).
· V6-11 Paul explains what convinced him to trust in Christ
· V12-21 Paul explains how his life changed afterwards – and changed direction. While our stories are likely less dramatic, we can follow the same pattern.
2. About telling your story: Why do you follow Jesus? How did you become convinced? What happened?
a. What to say: 
(i) A little of what you were like before faith in Jesus,
(ii) How or why you chose Christ
(iii) What difference that made.
b. How to say it: Briefly. No Christian jargon. Briefly. Not weird.
c. A simple story in common language – a BRIEF story.
3. Have someone demonstrate (2 - 3mins max)
· After sharing, turn it back to a conversation.
· Ask them if they have had any spiritual experiences. Do they believe a real God is out there? How do they believe we ‘find’ God? (What do you mean by that? Where did you get that idea from? Have you considered...?)
· Let the conversation be about them, not you.
Application: During Hope Project (TV, booklets, web) it will be easier than usual to engage in a conversation about faith. As conversations near and end you could ask, ‘Could I tell you my story - why I became a Christian?’
This could encourage faith. God could do the same for them. It’s never been easier.
Conclusion: We all have a story. Our stories can help people understand what Christianity is about. God can work in their lives just as He has worked in ours!
Telling your story
Preparing the Nets: Study 3 of 6 (Equipping Study)
Revision: Conversational skills (15 mins)
· What were the ‘three great questions’ we looked at last week?
· Did anyone try these questions out in a conversation this week? Share
· To revise last week's’ study on conversational skills, why are conversational skills be important? Why might they be a better way to address hindrances to faith in people’s lives than by giving them direct answers?

Practice: Have two members play the question game (as in the previous study). You could give them a starting topic to make it fun.
· How could we use these during the Hope Project? (Ask what people think about a TV ad / booklet,  then ask… [use an example if needed])

Scripture: (10mins) Choose one or the other from below:
Read Acts 1.8
· What was a witness? Were they a preacher like today (or might they have been just talking about what they had seen and heard)?
· The point: In a testimony, we do the same. When we tell of how we came to faith in Christ, we tell our story as they did theirs.
Read John 9.25  
· Did the healed man preach? Did he share his testimony? Do you think he would have been more effective if he had preached instead of just telling his story? Why/why not?
· The point: Not all of us can preach – but we can all tell our story, and that can be very effective! (People want reality – not just theory!)
Sharing a story: (10mins) Why are stories so effective as a communication tool? (They are more relational / personal; they are more interesting; they connect with both the mind and emotions; because they are your experience they can’t be argued with; they are more memorable, etc.).
Here are a few quick tips before a practical exercise: (for the leader to read/say)
Telling your story is important – and doing it is very simple - but there are a few basics of communication and conversation to be mindful of.
· Avoid Churchy words
· Give specific examples – but not too many (Why, and  why?)
· Stay focused (Why stay focused? What is the danger?)
· Keep it honest (Don’t make anything up!)
· Keep it brief (Why does it need to be brief?)
As an outline for preparing what you could say
1. Before (what you were like / particular struggles?)
2. What you chose, and why.
3. The results (how you changed / what God did)
Practice: (20mins) Each write a few quick thoughts under the above titles. Ask someone to share their testimony with the group. Have members share their testimonies in pairs - under 3 minutes each.
What next? [Very important] (5mins) Having shared your story, what if it feels awkward? What could you say? How could you keep it conversational? [Answer, by asking a question! E.g. Where do you think God is in your life? 
Do you think there's a God out there who wants to make contact with us?How do you think that happened? Have you ever had a spiritual experience? Etc.]
Note: Due to encouragement on this, a growing number of pastors are committing to share clear Gospel messages at Easter and Christmas each year, for the benefit of non-believers. What you could do next is invite your friends to your Church at Easter or Christmas!
CLOSE IN PRAYER
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