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The life-changing power of an invitation
Preparing the Nets: Message 4 of 6 (Equipping Message)
[Message copied and adapted from a Impact World Tour workbook].
Verses: John 1:40-42; 4:7-42; 5:1-7
Objective:To motivate Christians to invite people to their Church.
Introduction: Jesus expects all His followers to reach out as they go (Matthew 28:18-20).
· We are not all preachers – but are all called to be witnesses.
· The easiest ways are through using other people’s strengths. I.e. teamwork!
1. Andrew brought his brother to Jesus – John 1:40-42
· Andrew met Jesus
· He told his brother the good news
· He brought his brother to Christ
· Peter believed
2. The Samaritan woman brought a city to Jesus – John 4
· She met Jesus
· Jesus met her needs
· She told others the good news
· She brought them to Christ
· Many believed

3. Some people have no-one to help them in their need – John 5:7
· Many have spiritual sickness for many years
· Often they are forgotten or ignored by the healthy
· Everyone wants to be well
· Jesus does not forget anyone
· Jesus saves everyone who comes to Him
Application: Bring someone to Jesus
· Identify them (Be intentional. Apart from choosing to do something, we do nothing!)
· Pray for them
· Cultivate a friendship with them
· Invite them to your Church's programs, outreaches or Christmas/Easter service
· Encourage them to receive Christ
· Continue the friendship and encouragement
· We can all do these things!
Conclusion:
· Hands up if you came to Christ because someone invited you to an event/service / program at which you heard about Jesus.
· Most of the people who make a commitment to Jesus Christ at a gospel event or service attend because they are invited and accompanied by a friend.
Optional extra to use in the message or study:
Some statistics from http://www.cornerstonepastorsnetwork.org/2010/08/16/useful-statistics-for-church-leaders/
Note for pastor: We don’t have many statistics like this for NZ. However, in comparing, we are maybe less religious than Americans, so our openness to invitation is probably lower – but the fact remains that there is nothing offensive about extending an invitation, and many would take the offer up. They deserve the opportunity to make that decision for themselves!
· One US survey concluded that 82% of the unchurched are at least somewhat likely to attend church if invited – Dr Thom Rainer
· A more conservative study concluded that 41% would respond to an invitation from a friend or acquaintance, and 25% an invitation from their children, and 25% an invitation from an adult family member – McConnell, LifeWay Research.
· These are big numbers. People are more open to coming to a service with us than we assume them to be.
· “73% of people who don’t attend church were never invited.” – Barna Group.
· Most people haven’t even been given a chance to attend via an invitation!
· “Only 2 percent of church members invite a unchurched person to church. 98% of church-goers never extend an invitation in a given year.” - Dr Thom Rainer
· We could change this! Don’t people deserve the right to choose for themselves?
Conclusion: People are thinking about faith right now because of the Hope Project. Easter is your opportunity.
The life-changing power of an invitation
Preparing the Nets: Study 4 of 6 (Equipping Study)
Introduction: How many of us made the final decision to follow Christ at a program or event? How many of us were there because someone invited us?
- Ask a couple of members to share about the person who invited them. What do you think motivated them?
Verses: Read John 1.35-42. Looking at verses 40-41…
1. How important was it to Andrew to go and find Peter? (The first thing he did – he believed the matter was important  - which made him confident to ask, as opposed to timid!).
2. Why might it have been important to him? (Jews were waiting for the Messiah).
3. Do you think all Jews were as expectant as Andrew? (No, many would have been busied with their lives, just as we might be. Note again, Andrew was a man who understood what was important).
4. What did Andrew do before he invited Peter (v41)? What effect do you think this had? (He told his story! He connected with a point of interest).
5. Did he leave Peter to go back to Jesus alone? (He accompanied him – it was relational)
Lessons: These are some simple points we could learn from about invitation. 
Regarding invitation:
· How open do you think people are to our invitations to Church, or an Alpha program, or a Marriage seminar at Church? (Leader, you could share and discuss a little about the statistics at the bottom of this study.)
· Have you invited many people to Christian things (whether a Church service, a seminar or…) from a motive of wanting to encourage them toward faith?  What did you invite them to, and why? 
Who could you invite to what? Discuss together what you could invite those you want to encourage toward faith to. (Please include your Christmas/Easter service). - Discuss who you could invite. - Stop to pray for these people. 
Revision: [Important. Also repeated next week].
a. When the booklets are going out, what could you say to encourage those around you to read the booklets?
i. RECOMMEND they read it! E.g. Did you get a booklet? Did you read it? You should read it – it’s really good!
b. If they have read one (or seen a TV ad), what could you ask?
i. INITIATE A BASIC CONVERSATION: What did you think? What do you mean by that? Where did you get that idea? Have you considered…? at which point you could refer them back to something in the content.
c. If your conversation is going alright, what could you do next – as suggested last week?
i. TELL YOUR STORY - BRIEFLY: Ask, could I share briefly why I’m a Christian? – Then, if they agree, share your story really briefly, then ask them another question… Continue the conversation if it’s natural, to understand what they think, etc.
d. As the conversation comes to a natural close, what you could then do (today’s lesson)?
i. EXTEND AN INVITATION - whether to a Church service at Christmas/Easter, discussion group at a home or cafe, or an Alpha / Christianity Explored / Long Story Short or 10 Day Challenge type course.
Final question: What do you think it is that will drive you to either do this or not? 
(It is love and faith. If we believe the gospel (faith), love will motivate us to overcome fears so as to encourage faith in others – just as a parent might dive in front of a car to save a child because of their love.  
However, with the approaches we’ve studied this past month, there really isn’t much to fear! People are interested in spirituality. We’re not telling anyone what to believe. We’re simply asking questions, having conversations, and encouraging those who are open to it to consider the merits and benefits of Christian faith).
Prayer: for those you hope to ask about the ads and booklets, and invite.
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