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Evangelism and the Holy Spirit (Part 3)
The Holy Spirit gives words


Verse: Matthew 10:16-19; John 16:7,13; Acts 6:8-10; Romans 8:14
Objective: To encourage encounter with the Holy Spirit for Great Commission direction.
					
Possible video to include: alltogether.co.nz/firestarters (try Chris’ or Judys story - ‘praying as you go’)

Introduction: The Holy Spirit will give us the words to say.

1. Because we are His! 
· Romans 8:14 presents a blanket truth. “For All”
· Romans 8:14 presents a supernatural engagement. “Led by the Spirit of God”
· Romans 8:14 presents a proof of belonging. “Are Sons of God”

2. Because we are to speak up!
· Matthew 10:16-20 presents a commission. “I am sending you… Sheep in the midst of wolves; dragged before governors and kings; Gentiles”
· Matthew 10:16-20 promises challenge. “They will deliver you; flog you; you will be dragged.”
· Matthew 10:16-20 promises assistance. “What you are to say will be given to you in that hour.”
· Matthew 10:16-20 presents an explanation. “For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” 

3. Because we need his help! 
· John 16:7 describes the Spirit's purpose. “Helper”
· John 16:13 explains the Spirit's actions. “Guide you; Speak what He hears; Declare what is to come”
· Acts 6:8-10 illustrates the Spirits impact. “They could not withstand it”

Application: Learning to hear the Spirit of God and allowing Him to guide us in our Great Commission endeavours is critical. He is ready to assist any believer who will speak up and make Him known. How does the Holy Spirit speak to us? His general will is clear in scripture but his ‘at the hour of need’ word can be downloaded at the point of need. Let the quiet whisper of God’s indwelling Spirit begin to prompt you. We are instructed to not be anxious about what we are to say but to allow the voice of the Spirit direct our voice. If you are His child, you have His help. Learn to be Spirit-led in your spiritual conversations with others. James 1:5.
Pause right now and ask the Lord to impress someone you know to you right now. 
Pray for them right now for one minute. 
Ask the Lord to show you right now what he would have you to do in reaching out to that person. 
Do it!
			
Conclusion: You were never meant to be involved in this Great Commission exercise without the direct activity of the Holy Spirit in you and around you. Anticipate his increased involvement in your life and step out once he has spoken up.





Evangelism and the Holy Spirit (Part 3)
The Holy Spirit gives words
Equipping Study


Conversation starter: Have you ever been in a situation where you felt really embarrassed because you didn’t know what to say?

Revision: (15 mins)
· What were the ‘three main points from Sunday’s sermon? 
· Which point spoke most to you and why?
· Would someone like to share a testimony of God leading you in sharing your faith?

Scripture: (15mins) Choose one or both of the passages below:
Read Romans 8:14
· How does The Holy Spirit lead us?
· Let’s share stories about how the Holy Spirit has done this in our lives?
Read Matthew 10:16-20  
· What insights do you get out of this passage?
· What trial or persecution have you experienced in sharing your faith?

Optional extra question: What insights do you get from Acts 6:8-10?

A question to wrestle with: (15mins) What do you struggle most with when it comes to sharing your faith?

Prayer: (20mins) Pray for one another for more the Holy Spirit at work in each other’s life when it comes to speaking up. Pray for the person you thought about on Sunday. What did the Holy Spirit impress upon you to do? Have you done it? As you pray for one another, be listening to the prompting of the Holy Spirit to guide you in your prayer.

Homework [Very important] (5mins) Encourage everyone to give time each day for the Holy Spirit to speak to you and to direct you in who you are to share with and what you are to share or do.
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